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Dear Parents, 

The Governing Body is pleased to present the Governors’ Annual Report to Parents. The report 
describes the school’s development, activities and achievements during the last academic year 
2017-2018. 

This year the School Development Plan focussed on raising standards in key areas in order to 
provide the very best learning provision for our children.  We developed the quality of teaching 
to ensure that subjects are taught really well and are linked to provide broad and meaningful 
learning experiences.   We also worked to improve children’s wellbeing and to encourage 
positive attitudes to learning.  We believe that all of our children are capable of achieving great 
things and it’s important to us that our children believe this too, to be the very best that they 
can be. 

It’s been a pleasure to welcome families into the school more regularly for class assemblies, 
school concerts and open events.  We enjoy working with you as partners in your children’s 
education and would like to thank you for all your support throughout the year.   

We would also like to thank the teachers and pupils for all of your hard work throughout the 
year, we are very proud of you all. 

Warm regards, 

St Illtyd’s Governing Body 

  



Governors are elected from within the local community. The composition of the Governing 
Body reflects links established between the school, and the surrounding community. The Local 
Authority also appoints representatives to the Governing Body. Elections are held within the 
school for Parent Governors, a Teacher Governor and a Non-teaching Governor. Governors are 
co-opted as required by the 1986 Act. When Parent Governor vacancies arise, letters are sent 
to all families inviting any interested parties to put themselves forward for election by parents. 
Governors meet twice a term, with additional meetings as and when necessary. 

There has been no meeting between the parents and Governors as there was no request made 
by the parents under section 94 of the Standards Organisation (Wales) Act 2013. 



School Policies 

All statutory policies have been adopted by the Governing body and will continue to be 
reviewed annually. The school prospectus has been provided to all new starters and is available 
on the school website or on request from the school office. 

Toilet Facilities 

The school aims to maximise access to pupils’ toilet facilities during the day to promote health, 
well-being and learning opportunities of all pupils. This is achieved by providing good quality 
toilet facilities throughout the school and promoting hand washing as the most effective way of 
stopping germs from getting into our bodies and causing infection. The school actively supports 
the provision of open access to well maintained, clean, private and safe toilet facilities 
throughout the school day. 

Language Category 

St Illtyd’s continues to be an English medium primary school. The Welsh language is taught in 
every age group in accordance with the National Curriculum. 

 

Curriculum Statements 

Foundation Phase 

Foundation Phase refers to the curriculum in all classes from Nursery to Year 2. Foundation 
Phase practice places great emphasis on the holistic development of children and the 
development of skills across the curriculum building on previous learning experiences and 
knowledge. 

The key areas of learning are Personal and Social Development; Well-Being and Cultural 
Diversity; Language, Literacy and Communication; Mathematical Development; Welsh 
Language Development; Knowledge and Understanding of the World; Physical Development 
and Creative Development. 

Key Stage 2 

Key Stage 2 refers to the curriculum in all classes from Year 3 to Year 6. All children currently 
follow Curriculum 2008 core and foundation subjects as well as Religious Education and Welsh 
as a Second Language. 

The current subjects are English, Maths, Science, Welsh, ICT, History, Geography, Design 
Technology, Music, Art and PE are the other foundation subjects. 

 

 



The Curriculum in Wales is Changing  

A new curriculum is being developed for settings and schools in Wales. The curriculum will be 
available by April 2019 for feedback. A final version will be available in January 2020, and will be 
used throughout Wales by 2022. St Illtyd’s Primary School is engaging well with the curriculum 
reform programme and is very well placed to implement the new curriculum as it becomes 
available.  

The whole approach to developing young people aged 3 to 16 will change. 

The new curriculum will have more emphasis on equipping young people for life. It will build 
their ability to learn new skills and apply their subject knowledge more positively and 
creatively. As the world changes, they will be more able to adapt positively. 

They will also get a deep understanding of how to thrive in an increasingly digital world. A new 
digital competence framework is now introducing digital skills across the curriculum, preparing 
them for the opportunities and risks that an online world presents. 

Meanwhile teachers will have more freedom to teach in ways they feel will have the best 
outcomes for their learners. 

The central focus of assessment arrangements will be to ensure learners understand how they 
are performing and what they need to do next. There will be a renewed emphasis on 
assessment for learning as an essential and integral feature of learning and teaching. 

The purpose of the new curriculum is to support our children and young people to be: 

● ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives 
● enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work 
● ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world 
● healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society. 

 

It will have six ‘Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLE). 

● Expressive arts. 
● Health and Well-being. 
● Humanities (including RE which should remain compulsory to age 16). 
● Languages, literacy and communication (including Welsh, which should remain 

compulsory to age 16, and modern foreign languages). 



● Mathematics and numeracy. 
● Science and technology. 

It will also include three cross-curricular responsibilities: literacy, numeracy and digital 
competence. 

Assessment is a continuous process and takes place on a daily basis in schools. Progression 
reference points help learners, teachers, parents and carers to understand if appropriate 
progress is being made. They will set out expectations for learners in each area of their learning 
relating broadly to ages 5, 8, 11, 14 and 16. 

Additional Learning Needs (ALN)  

In line with our ALN policy the school aims to identify children with ALN as early as possible and 
ensure that appropriate provision is made to match their needs. This includes children with 
learning difficulties and those more able pupils who require additional challenge. Parents are 
invited into school when we feel a child should be placed on the Additional Educational Needs 
register. A new Leader of Learning for Inclusion and Wellbeing, Mrs McKay, was appointed in 
the Autumn Term 2017.  Mrs McKay brings a wealth of experience in this area, having worked 
as a Pastoral lead at Ystryth Primary for over 12 years.  An educational plan is constructed in 
consultation with Mrs McKay and the class teacher where additional needs are identified. 

 

National Tests 

National tests continue for every pupil from Year 2 to Year 6. In 2017-2018 all pupils in Y2-y6 sat 
the three national tests in May 2018. 

The three tests comprise of a national reading test, a numeracy procedural test which tests 
their ability to use their maths skills e.g. to add, subtract, multiply and divide numbers. The 
numeracy reasoning test assesses how well pupils can apply their mathematical skills to solve a 
problem, which may require a few different types of mathematical strategies to be applied. 

End of Key Stage Performance in the national tests last year was as follows: 

 

  



Year 6 Reading Test  

 
  



Year 6 Numeracy Procedural Test  

 
  



Year 6 Numeracy Reasoning Test  

 
 

  



Year 2 Reading Test  

 
  



Year 2 Numeracy Procedural Test 

 

 
  



Year 2 Numeracy Reasoning Test  

 
Attendance 

Although attendance improved in the spring and summer terms, the level of pupil absences 
remains a concern for Governors. Attendance for the academic year 2017-2018 was 94.4% and 
unauthorised absence was 0.8%. The office of Her Majesty’s Inspectorate for Education and 
Training in Wales (Estyn) consider the level of absences carefully in any inspection and high 
absence levels can negatively impact on the school's performance. Governors agreed a target of 
95.4% to bring the school in line with other similar schools. This target applies to each pupil and 
so the Headteacher is unable to authorise any requested absence for a pupil whose attendance 
falls below that level. The Headteacher liaises closely with the Educational Welfare Officer who 
may issue letters if there is any cause for concern. As a school with a single class in each year 
group, every individual's non-attendance, even for a single day can have an impact on the total 
percentage. We appreciate that there are many reasons why parents may wish to request 
authorised absence, however we ask for your support with raising the attendance rate at St 



Illtyd’s by aiming to keep absence requests to an absolute minimum. 

 

Links with Parents, Carers and the Community 

This year we were pleased to welcome families into the school for Open Doors Events such as 
Class Assemblies and Book Looks.  We hope that you have enjoyed these events and that they 
have enabled you to experience first-hand how much the school environment has improved 
and how much your children enjoy learning at our school.  School newsletters all contain a 
‘Dates for your Diary’ section to ensure that you are informed of these events in good time.   

In the spring term, meetings were held to inform parents about the residential visit to Gilwern 
and about the purpose and procedure of the national tests. In the summer term, meetings 
were held to welcome the parents of the new Nursery and Reception intake and to share the 
progress of the school improvement priorities. 

Governors were proud to see children in the school choir sing so beautifully as always at various 
community events such as the Llanhilleth Armistice Day Memorial Service 2017 and the turning 
on of the Christmas lights in Brynhithel.  It was also a delight to see the children show off their 
acting, singing and dancing talents in their Christmas Concerts.  The costumes provided by 
parents were wonderful and we are very grateful for your support with making these events a 
success. 

 

St Illtyd’s School Development Plan  

Our main School Improvement themes in 2017-2018 were:  

Teaching and Learning - Further improving the quality of teaching and embedding a consistent 
approach to the teaching of English, Maths, Science, ICT and Welsh, in particular. 

Standards and Curriculum - Developing the whole curriculum to ensure that the basic skills of 
the subjects listed above are taught really well, but that they are linked with other subjects 
such as art, music, PE and RE as part of class topics and themes. By linking them all together in 
exciting and meaningful experiences for the children it will make our learning experiences more 
relevant for our children and more engaging for them. 

Wellbeing and Attitudes to Learning - Making sure that we teach PHSE (Personal, Health and 
Social Education) really well and are good at providing for children’s wellbeing, which includes 
identifying early on if their wellbeing is low and if they need help and support. Involving 
children more in decision making and giving them more of a voice in school so that their views 
are heard. 

Care Support and Guidance - Making sure that we track the progress of our children really well, 
that we know them really well, identify their needs early on and put things in place quickly to 



help and support them. Working more closely with parents and carers. 

Leadership and Management - Building a Leadership Team to drive all the key school 
improvement areas, including School Governors. Governors have become much more involved 
in the life of the school. 

Parents and carers have been regularly updated about the steps that have been taken to 
achieve these goals via newsletters throughout the year.  To review these newsletters, please 
visit our school website. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Children have enjoyed healthy eating at break times by bringing in or buying a fruit snack. They 
are encouraged to drink water throughout the day and it’s good to see that a number of 
children are bringing in their own water bottles from home which is an environmentally friendly 
approach and helps to maintain high levels of hygiene. Bottles are sent home for washing at the 
end of the school day.  

The school canteen meals are nutritionally balanced and tasty.  Many parents took the 
opportunity to taste some of the options available at Parent’s Evenings and the feedback was 
very positive.  The rolling three-week menu is available on the school website and from the 
school office, please take a look and encourage your children to try school lunch.  Alternatively, 
children may bring a packed lunch, providing that it contains a balanced meal and no fizzy 
drinks. 

Governors have enjoyed supporting the children in sporting activities at local events including 
Town Sports, Cross Country, the swimming gala, netball, football, cricket and rugby events.  We 
were particularly proud to see that children embodied our ‘Together’ ethos by supporting one 
another throughout all events.  Well done to all those who represented the school, we are so 
very proud of you! 

It was a pleasure for Governors to support the children at School Sports Day events. We 
enjoyed cheering the children (and adults!) on through the range of events and it was nice that 
there were a variety of events to suit children of all abilities.  It was great to see so many 
families there, enjoying the events and supporting the children.  Thank you to the PTA for 
selling raffle tickets and refreshments, your contribution to raising funds for the school is very 
much appreciated by the Governing Body.    

School Leavers 

The majority of children leaving the school in the summer of 2018 went on to attend Abertillery 
Learning Community (ALC), the catchment secondary school for St Illtyd’s. Parents of school 
leavers were invited to attend parent consultations with staff from ALC and to attend 
Information meetings in the summer term. Some of our children also went on to Newbridge 



Secondary School. We wish all of our school leavers every success in their continuing school 
journey and hope that they have taken with them very many happy memories of their time at 
St Illtyd’s. 

 

School Performance Data 2017-2018 

The school uses sources of data such as the All Wales Core Data Set and the EAS School Profile 
to analyse end of key stage performance. These packs of information provide school leaders 
with a variety of information which includes: 

• The results at the end of Foundation Phase (Y2) and the end of Key Stage 2 (Y6) 

• A comparison of our school performance with schools within the same ‘family’ of schools 
(schools are grouped by the Welsh Government into ‘families’ which are similar in size and in 
terms of challenge, % of children eligible for free school meals and those with additional 
learning needs. 

• A comparison of our school performance with Blaenau Gwent schools’ averages and national 
(Welsh) school averages. 

At the end of Foundation Phase (Year 2) children are expected to achieve at least an Outcome 
5. This is a culmination of their progress from Nursery to Year 2 and not just based on their last 
year in Foundation Phase. 

At the end of Key Stage 2 (Year 6) children are expected to achieve at least a Level 4. This is a 
culmination of their progress from Year 3 to Year 6 and not just based on their last year in school. 

 

End of Key Stage Performance last year (2018) was as follows: 

 



 

Budget and Finance  

 

 
 



 
 



 

 

 


