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Dear Parents, 

The Governing Body are delighted to present the Governors’ Annual Report to 

Parents for the last academic year 2016-2017. 

This has been a busy and exciting year involving many changes and 

improvements.  We said goodbye to Mr Nigel Roberts in October 2016 and 

warmly welcomed our new Head Teacher Mrs Claire Williams in January 2017.  

We’re sure that you will agree that Mrs Williams has already made a number 

of positive changes, including improving engagement with parents and carers 

by sending out regular newsletters and welcoming parents into the school.  

Children, staff and parents alike have all benefitted from the refreshed 

approach and we are confident that the school will continue to go from 

strength to strength, in-line with our School Improvement Plan. 

We are proud of the children in this school who are friendly, polite, eager to 

learn, respectful and demonstrate every day that they are capable of achieving 

greatness.  We would like to thank our dedicated leadership team, teaching 

and support staff who strive to bring out the best in every child.  Finally, we 

would like to thank all parents and carers for their continued support and for 

embracing the positive changes that have been made. 

We look forward to a successful 2017-2018 academic year! 

Warm regards, 

St Illtyd’s Governing Body 

 

 

  



 

SCHOOL GOVERNORS 
2017-2018  

CHAIRPERSON & SAFEGUARDING 
Mr Steven Doel 
St Illtyd’s Primary School, 
Llanhilleth,  
Abertillery,  
Blaenau Gwent, 
NP13 2JT 
Tel:  01495 321718   

CLERK TO GOVERNORS 
Mrs Julie Parry 
Tredomen Gateway, 
Ystrad Mynach, 
Hengoed 
CF82 7EH 
Tel: 01443 863242 

Representative Name 

Head Teacher Mrs Claire Williams 

Parents Mrs Lucy Allsopp  
Ms Jennifer Walton 
Mr Geraint Ellis 
Mrs Amanda Hartshorn  

Local Authority Mrs Joanne Collins 
Mr Lee Parsons 
Mrs Anna Chard  

Community  Mrs Gill Clark (Town Council) 
Mrs Keri Jones 
Mr Steven Doel 
Vacant Position 

Teachers Mrs Rachel Powell 

Non-teaching Staff Mrs Angela George 
 

Governors are elected from within the local community.  The composition of the Governing 
Body reflects links established between the school, and the surrounding community. The 
Local Authority also appoints representatives to the Governing Body. Elections are held 
within the school for Parent Governors, a Teacher Governor and a Non-teaching Governor. 
Governors are co-opted as required by the 1986 Act. When Parent Governor vacancies arise, 
letters are sent to all families inviting any interested parties to put themselves forward for 
election by parents.  Governors meet twice a term, with additional meetings as and when 
necessary. 
 

There has been no meeting between the parents and Governors as there was no request 
made by the parents under section 94 of the Standards Organisation (Wales) Act 2013. 

 
  



School Policies 

All statutory policies have been adopted by the Governing body and will continue to be 
reviewed annually. There have been numerous changes to the school prospectus since the 
last school report. The up to date school prospectus has been provided to all new starters 
and is available on the school website or on request from the school office. 

Toilet Facilities 

The school aims to maximise access to pupils’ toilet facilities during the day to promote 

health, well-being and learning opportunities of all pupils.  This is achieved by providing 

good quality toilet facilities throughout the school and promoting  thorough hand washing 

as the most effective way of stopping germs from getting into our bodies and causing 

infection.  The school actively supports the provision of open access to well maintained, 

clean, private and safe toilet facilities throughout the school day. 

Language Category 

St Illtyd’s continues to be an English medium primary school.  The Welsh language is taught 

in every age group in accordance with the National Curriculum. 

Curriculum Statements 

Foundation Phase 

Foundation Phase refers to the curriculum in all classes from Nursery to Year 2.   Foundation 
Phase practice places great emphasis on the holistic development of children and the 
development of skills across the curriculum building on previous learning experiences and 
knowledge.   
 
The key areas of learning are Personal and Social Development; Well-Being and Cultural 
Diversity; Language, Literacy and Communication; Mathematical Development; Welsh 
Language Development; Knowledge and Understanding of the World; Physical Development 
and Creative Development. 
 
Key Stage 2 
 
Key Stage 2 refers to the curriculum in all classes from Year 3 to Year 6. 
All children follow Curriculum 2008 core and foundation subjects as well as Religious 
Education and Welsh as a Second Language.  
 
The current subjects are English, Maths, Science, Welsh, ICT, History, Geography, Design 
Technology, Music, Art and PE are the other foundation subjects. 
 
Additional Learning Needs (ALN) 
In line with our ALN policy the school aims to identify children with ALN as early as possible 
and ensure that appropriate provision is made to match their needs. This includes children 
with learning difficulties and those more able pupils who require additional challenge.  
Parents are invited into school when we feel a child should be placed on the Additional 



Educational Needs register. An educational plan is constructed in consultation with the 
ALNCo, (in 2017-2018 this will be the Leader of Learning for Inclusion and Wellbeing) and 
the class teacher where additional needs are identified. 
 
National Tests 

National tests continue for every pupil from Year 2 to Year 6. In 2016-2017 all pupils in Y2-y6 

sat the three national tests in May 2017.  

The three tests comprise of a national reading test, a numeracy procedural test which tests 

their ability to use their maths skills e.g. to add, subtract, multiply and divide numbers. The 

numeracy reasoning test assesses how well pupils can apply their mathematical skills to 

solve a problem, which may require a few different types of mathematical strategies to be 

applied.  

End of Key Stage Performance in the national tests last year was as follows:  

Year 2 Performance 2016-2017  

Y2 National Reading Test  %  of pupils achieving  

SS 85+ (average performance)  82.8% 

SS 116+   (above average performance)  20.7% 

Y2 Numeracy Procedural Test   

SS 85+ (average performance) 82.8% 

SS 116+  (above average performance) 20.7% 

Y2 Numeracy Reasoning Test   

SS 85+ (average performance) 82.8% 

SS 116+ (above average performance) 10.3% 

 

Year 6 Performance 2016-2017  

Y6 National Reading Test  %  

SS 85+ (average performance) 73.9% 

SS 116+ (above average performance) 21.7% 

Y6 Numeracy Procedural Test   

SS 85+ (average performance) 73.9% 

SS 116+ (above average performance) 17.4% 

Y6 Numeracy Reasoning Test   

SS 85+ (average performance) 73.9% 

SS 116+ (above average performance) 13% 



Attendance 

Although attendance improved in the spring and summer terms, the level of pupil absences 

remains a concern for Governors. Attendance for the academic year 2016-2017 was 94.4% 

and unauthorised absence was 0.8%.  The office of Her Majesty’s Inspectorate for Education 

and Training in Wales (Estyn) consider the level of absences carefully in any inspection and 

high absence levels can negatively impact on the school's performance. Governors agreed a 

target of 95.4% to bring the school in line with other similar schools. This target applies to  

each pupil and so the Headteacher is unable to authorise any requested absence for a pupil 

whose attendance falls below that level. The Headteacher liaises closely with the 

Educational Welfare Officer who may issue letters if there is any cause for concern. As a 

school with a single class in each year group, every individual's non-attendance, even for a 

single day can have an impact on the total percentage.  We appreciate that there are many 

reasons why parents may wish to request authorised absence, however we ask for your 

support with raising the attendance rate at St Illtyd’s by aiming to keep absence requests to 

an absolute minimum. 

Links with Parents, Carers and the Community 

In the spring and summer term the school held open door events for parents. 'Drop 
Everything and Read' events were introduced. We are pleased that a large number of 
parents and carers took part in those events and were able to gain a better understanding 
of the children's progress and topics. The children were very excited that you were able to 
join them in the classroom so that they could show you their work and the new reading 
areas in each class which were redesigned and decorated by the children themselves. If you 
haven't been able to join any of these events so far they are continuing each term so 
hopefully you will get the opportunity soon. In the spring term, meetings were held to 
inform parents about the residential visit to Gilwern and about the purpose and procedure 
of the national tests. In the summer term, meetings were held to welcome the parents of 
the new Nursery and Reception intake and to share the progress of the school improvement 
priorities. 

Police Liaison Officer George also continued his involvement with the school with an 
Internet Safety Workshop .  Two children from Year 3 joined in a penny whistle concert for a 
Folk Festival at Tredegar House. Year 3 and 4 had a great time designing and testing racing 
cars as part of the Jaguar Primary Challenge.  

Governors were proud to see children in the school choir sing so beautifully at various 
community events such as the Llanhilleth Armistice Day Memorial Service 2016 and the 
turning on of the Christmas lights in Brynhithel 2016.  

 

St Illtyd’s School Development Plan 2016-2017 

Upon taking up her post in January 2017, Mrs Williams instigated an external review of the 

school by the Education Achievement Service (EAS). As a result of this review the school was 



re-categorised from Yellow to Amber. The review found that there were important ad 

significant aspects of the school which needed to be improved.  

Following the EAS review, the main school improvement targets for the Spring and Summer 

terms concentrated on the following areas.  

  

Key Areas for Improvement  

1 Review and redefine the accountabilities and responsibilities of the senior leadership 
team, including for: the leadership of ARR, pupil target setting and tracking systems; and 
the leadership of ALN across the school. 

2 Develop provision in both Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2, to include common 
planning formats and consistent approaches to the development of literacy and 
assessment for learning.  

3 Improve learning environments, throughout the school, but particularly in the foundation 
phase, so that there are well defined areas of Continuous Provision in the Foundation 
Phase.  

4 Implement systems for the monitoring of the quality of teaching and learning in order to 
ensure an impact upon the quality of teaching and learning across all year groups, 
including an annual timetable for self-evaluation activities. 

 

Positive steps forward were taken towards improving all of the areas and all of these 
priorities have been addressed in 2016-2017.  
 
Our main School Improvement themes in 2017-2018 will be:  
 
Teaching and Learning 
Further improving the quality of teaching and embedding a consistent approach to the 
teaching of English, Maths, Science, ICT and Welsh, in particular. 
 
Standards and Curriculum 
Developing the whole curriculum to ensure that the basic skills of the subjects listed above 
are taught really well, but that they are linked with other subjects such as art, music, PE and 
RE as part of class topics and themes. By linking them all together in exciting and meaningful 
experiences for the children it will make our learning experiences more relevant for our 
children and more engaging for them. 
 
Wellbeing and Attitudes to Learning 
Making sure that we teach PHSE (Personal, Health and Social Education) really well and are 
good at providing for children’s wellbeing, which includes identifying early on if their 
wellbeing is low and if they need help and support. Involving children more in decision 
making and giving them more of a voice in school so that their views are heard. 
 
Care Support and Guidance 
Making sure that we track the progress of our children really well, that we know them really 
well, identify their needs early on and put things in place quickly to help and support them. 
Working more closely with parents and carers. 



 
Leadership and Management 
Building a Leadership Team to drive all the key school improvement areas, including School 
Governors. Governors are becoming more involved in the life of the school. 
 

Health and Wellbeing 

Children have enjoyed healthy eating at break times by bringing in or buying a fruit snack.  
They are encouraged to drink water throughout the day and it’s good to see that a number 
of children are bringing in their own water bottles from home which is an environmentally 
friendly approach and helps to maintain high levels of hygiene.  Bottles are sent home for 
washing at the end of the school day.  We are pleased that there has been an increase in the 
number of children choosing to eat the delicious, balanced meals available from the school 
canteen at lunchtimes.  The rolling three-week menu is available on the school website and 
from the school office, please take a look and encourage your children to try school dinners.  
Alternatively, children may bring a packed lunch, providing that it contains a balanced meal 
and no fizzy drinks. 

Governors have enjoyed supporting the children in sporting activities at local events 
including Town Sports and Cross Country events, the swimming gala and netball, football, 
cricket and rugby events.  Well done to all those who participated and represented the 
school, we are very proud of you all!  Particular mention to our fantastic cross country team 
medal winners, to the netball team for making it through to the finals of their competition 
and the swimmers, coming a very respectable 4th out of 9 teams with several individual 
winners in the various races.  

We are sure you will agree that this year’s school sports day was the best sports day yet!  It 
was wonderful to see the children participate in a wide variety of events and cheer on their 
team members.  Pupils and spectators also enjoyed cheering on the parents and teachers in 
the final races of the day!  A big well done to all the children and adults who took part!  
After school ‘Family Fitness’ taster events were also run by Mr Thomas.  

More Exciting Events 

Throughout the 2016-2017 academic year, children participated in various events to raise 
money for charity.  This included Children In Need 2016 (with a special visit from Pudsey!), a 
Rainbow day in May 2017, to raise money for Mia - Rainbow Warrior Princess and 
participating in events organised by the Parent and Teachers Association (PTA) such as mufti 
days and the school fayres in order to raise money for the school.   

As well as those events children all had the opportunity to attend a Christmas pantomime, 
‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ at the Riverfront Theatre in Newport.  The pantomime was 
subsidised by money raised by our PTA who we would like to sincerely thank for all the hard 
work and time that they dedicate to raising funds to benefit our children.  The children also 
performed wonderfully in their Christmas concerts, Eisteddfod and Easter Bonnet Parade as 
well as dressing up for World Book Day and St David's Day - phew!  Thank you to all parents 



and carers for helping the children making these events so successful and so much fun for 
the whole school. 

School Leavers 

The majority of children leaving the school in the summer of 2017 went on to attend 
Abertillery Learning Community (ALC), the catchment secondary school for St Illtyd’s. 
Parents of school leavers were invited to attend parent consultations with staff from ALC 
and to attend Information meetings in the summer term. Some of our children also went on 
to Newbridge Secondary School.  We wish all of our school leavers every success in their 
continuing school journey and hope that they have taken with them very many happy 
memories of their time at St Illtyd’s. 

School Performance Data 2016-2017 

The school uses sources of data such as the All Wales Core Data Set and the EAS School 
Profile to analyse end of key stage performance. These packs of information provide school 
leaders with a variety of information which includes:  

• The results at the end of Foundation Phase (Y2) and the end of Key Stage 2 (Y6)  
• A comparison of our school performance with schools within the same ‘family’ of 

schools (schools are grouped by the Welsh Government into ‘families’ which are 
similar in size and in terms of challenge, % of children eligible for free school meals 
and those with additional learning needs. 

• A comparison of our school performance with Blaenau Gwent schools’ averages and 
national (Welsh) school averages.  

At the end of Foundation Phase (Year 2) children are expected to achieve at least an 
Outcome 5. This is a culmination of their progress from Nursery to Year 2 and not just based 
on their last year in Foundation Phase.  

At the end of Key Stage 2 (Year 6) children are expected to achieve at least a Level 4. This is 
a culmination of their progress from Year 3 to Year 6 and not just based on their last year in 
school.  

Summary of the analysis of the data  

Foundation Phase  

• Over time (2013-2017) there has been a declining trend in performance at Outcome 

5+ and Outcome 6.  There has been a significant improvement in performance in 

2017 at Outcome 5+ and also some progress at Outcome 6.  

 

Key Stage 2 

• There has been a declining trend in performance at Level 4+ over time (2013-2017). 

There has been a declining trend in performance at Level 5 over time, with some 

slight improvement in 2017.  



End of Key Stage Performance last year (2017) was as follows:  

Foundation Phase  

Area of Learning  Outcome 5  Outcome 6  

Language Literacy and 

Communication (LLC)  

 

At 93.1%, the number of pupils 
achieving Outcome 5+ is above 
that of our family, Local 
Authority and National 
averages. 
 

34% achieved Outcome 6 
which is below that of our 
family, Local Authority 
and National averages. 

Mathematical Development 

(MD)  

 

At 96.6% % the number of pupils 
achieving Outcome 5+ is above 
that of our family, LA and 
National averages.  
 

38% achieved Outcome 6 
which is above that of our 
family and Local 
Authority, but below the 
National average.  

Personal and Social Development 

(PSD)  

 

The 96.6% performance at O5+ 
in PSD is above that of our 
family, Local Authority and 
National averages. 
 

52% achieved Outcome 6 
which is below that of our 
family, Local Authority 
and National averages. 

Foundation Phase Indicator (FPI) 
(This means the % of children who 
have attained Outcome 5 + in all 
three LLC, MD and PSD).   
 

93.1% of our pupils achieved the 
FPI which above that of our 
family, Local Authority and 
National averages. The school 
was the highest performing in 
the family of schools in 2017.  

 

 

Key Stage 2  

Subject  Level 4  Level 5 

English  
 

The percentage of children 
achieving L4+ in English was 
82.6% which was below the 
family, Local Authority and 
Wales averages.  

34.8% achieved Level 5 
which is below that of our 
family, Local Authority and 
National averages. 

Mathematics  
 

The percentage of children 
achieving L4+ in Maths was 
78.3% which was below the 
family, Local Authority and 
Wales averages.  

39% achieved Level 5 
which is below that of our 
family, Local Authority and 
National averages. 

Science  
 

The percentage of children 
achieving L4+ in Science was 
78.3% below the family, Local 
Authority and Wales averages.  

39% achieved Level 5 
which is below that of our 
family, Local Authority and 
National averages. 

Core Subject Indicator (CSI) (This 
means the % of children who 
have attained Level 4+ in English, 
Maths and Science).  
 

The percentage of children 

achieving the CSI was 78.3% 

which was below the family, 

Local Authority and Wales 

averages.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


